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The spectrum of care in veterinary medicine is a structured framework offering a 

range of acceptable, evidence-based diagnostic and treatment options tailored to 

the circumstances of the patient, client, and veterinary team. It functions as a 

continuum of care, ensuring that treatments are both clinically appropriate and 

accessible to clients. “Spectrum of Care in Veterinary Medicine and the Role of 

the Veterinary Nurse” by Julie Ann Nettifee, RVT, MS, VTS (Neurology), covers 

how the entire veterinary team can be included in discussing the pros and cons of 

different treatment options and placing those options in the context of the client’s 

ability to obtain care. Thus, more patients receive treatment, clients are empowered 

to participate in their beloved pet’s care, and trust between the client and veterinary 

team is strengthened. This sounds like a win-win-win and supports the reason 

many of us became veterinary professionals.
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A Nursing Care Continuum 

WHAT WAS INVESTIGATED? This article outlines the inherent dangers of ionizing 

radiation. Hands-free radiology techniques allow veterinary care team members 

distance from the source of radiation, decreasing the absorbed dose exponentially. 

WHAT WAS DISCUSSED? 

 � The dangers of ionizing radiation are described as an increased risk of cancer, 

cardiovascular disease, cataracts, reproductive sterility, and birth defects.

 � Veterinary team members are reported to experience a significant decrease in 

absorbed radiation if they achieve 6 feet of distance from the radiation source.

 � Reasons for resistance to implementing hands-free radiology include concerns for 

workflow issues, cost to the client, and/or resistance to patient sedation. 

TAKE-HOME POINTS: 

 � Ionizing radiation exposure has negative health impacts with no minimum dose. 

 � Distance from the radiologic source decreases exposure.

 � Hands-free radiology techniques are available with training and supplies.

 � Veterinary team members should be educated on radiation exposure and 

advocate for safe practices.

— Ashley Byrne, LVT, CVT
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