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NAVTA’s Trademarked
Specialist Logos Advance
Veterinary Nursing

he veterinary landscape is dynamic, and the role of veterinary nursing
within it is evolving rapidly. With specialized expertise becoming
increasingly crucial in animal health care, NAVTA has taken a pivotal
step to elevate the profession: trademarking the “Veterinary Technician
Specialist” (VTS) and “Veterinary Nurse Specialist” (VNS) logos. This landmark
decision holds profound implications for the future of veterinary nursing,
signifying a new era of recognition, legitimacy, and impactful specialization.

From Supportive Roles to Essential Experts: A Profession in Bloom

Veterinary nursing was once largely confined to assisting veterinarians in basic
tasks. However, the field has blossomed into a diverse and essential pillar of animal
health care. Veterinary nurses are now skilled and knowledgeable experts,
specializing in critical areas like anesthesia, emergency and critical care, behavior,
and more. Their contributions are invaluable in ensuring the wellbeing of animals
across varied clinical settings.

NAVTA: Championing Recognition and Standardization

Recognizing the need for recognition and standardization within this burgeoning
field, NAVTA has been a driving force for progress. The VTS certification process
was founded in 1996 when the Academy of Veterinary Emergency and Critical
Care Technicians (AVECCT, now known as AVECCTN with the addition of “and
Nurses” to the organization name) became the first academy to be granted
provisional recognition by NAVTA. Today, there are approximately 1500 VTS- and
VNS-certified individuals across 16 recognized specialty academies around the
world. NAVTA’s Committee on Veterinary Technician Specialties oversees the
recognition process and continues to improve upon these standards. These efforts
have focused on establishing rigorous education and certification programs,
advocating for legislative reforms, and continuously shaping the future of
veterinary nursing. The trademarking of specialist logos represents a culmination of
these efforts, solidifying veterinary nursing as a distinct and essential part of the
veterinary ecosystem.

Safeguarding Expertise: The Power of Trademarks

Trademarking legally protects the use of “Veterinary Technician Specialist” and
“Veterinary Nurse Specialist” logos. Only qualified professionals adhering to the
standards set by specialty academies recognized by NAVTA can now employ these
unique logos. In the past, there have been examples of individuals using the VTS
title without properly obtaining certification, or even interest groups trying to
claim ownership of the VTS designation. This legal safeguard elevates the
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profession’s standing within the veterinary community and fosters public
confidence in the expertise of certified specialists.

A Legacy of Growth: From Humble Beginnings to Global Aspirations

The roots of veterinary nursing can be traced back to dedicated animal caretakers
who, over time, began assuming more complex medical tasks. As veterinary
medicine advanced, requiring ever-deeper levels of skill and knowledge,
specialization emerged as a natural progression. NAVTA’s evolving role—from
advocacy to education to certification—has been instrumental in guiding this
growth, culminating in the decision to trademark specialist logos.

Empowering the Profession: Reaping the Benefits of Trademarked Logos

This transformative step unlocks a multitude of benefits for established and

aspiring veterinary nurses.

e Professional recognition: The trademarked logos solidify the professional
identity of veterinary nurses, granting them recognition akin to their human
healthcare counterparts. Imagine the pride of displaying the specialist logo, a
clear badge of expertise that commands acknowledgement and respect from both
colleagues and clients.

e Public trust and confidence: Legally recognized titles inspire public trust,
assuring clients that their beloved animals are in the capable hands of highly
qualified specialists who meet established standards of education and
professional competence.

e Educational standardization: This move encourages academies and institutions
to align their requirements with NAVTA’s set standards, ensuring consistency
and high-quality training for specialists across the nation. Knowing that VTSs
possess the necessary skills and knowledge to excel in their chosen specialty fields
adds immense value to the specialty landscape.

e Legislative progress: A standardized path to certification and a protected title
create a designation that regulatory bodies can look to and use as criteria for
professionals that have a defined scope of practice. VIS certification is currently
being looked at as a qualification criterion to allow for the expansion of tasks,
procedures, and roles veterinary nurses can play in the field.

Demystifying the Certifications: A Closer Look

Understanding the intricacies of these coveted certifications is crucial for current

and aspiring specialists.

e Certification criteria: Each NAVTA-recognized specialty academy outlines
stringent prerequisites for obtaining specialist certifications, including
educational qualifications, relevant clinical experience, and rigorous
examinations. These benchmarks guarantee that those who earn the right to bear
these titles are the most dedicated and skilled individuals.

e Specialization areas: A range of specialty areas fall under the “Veterinary
Technician Specialist” and “Veterinary Nurse Specialist” umbrellas, including
anesthesia, emergency and critical care, dentistry, dermatology, physical
rehabilitation, zoological medicine, and more. Each specialty demands unique
expertise and a comprehensive knowledge base, ensuring skills are precisely
tailored to cater to specific animal needs.
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Impact on Current and Aspiring Specialists
This landmark decision holds significant
implications for current and aspiring specialists.

e Current specialists: Current credential holders
stand to benefit from increased professional
recognition and broader career opportunities.

e Aspiring specialists: The VTS program serves
as a guiding light for aspiring veterinary nurses,
highlighting the importance of continued
learning beyond credentialing.

Challenges and Considerations: Embracing
Change for Continuous Progress

As the VTS and VNS certification process reaches
more people, there is a need for community
education. While the first VTS academy was
recognized in 1996, the veterinary community, let
alone the public, is not well informed on the
certification and what it represents. Widespread
educational efforts are crucial to ensure
understanding and support for VIS and VNS
certification as a standard. Educating veterinarians,
animal owners, and other industry stakeholders
about the significance of specialization and the
value of the newly trademarked logos will pave the
way for better recognition and utilization of VTSs.
As more veterinary nurses can speak to whata VTS
certification entails, it will be easier for the
community to understand the significance.

A Call to Action for a United Profession
NAVTA’s decision to trademark the VTS and VNS
logos marks a pivotal moment in the history of
veterinary nursing. It is a testament to the
dedication, expertise, and unwavering
commitment of veterinary nurses who have
relentlessly driven the profession forward. This
bold step is not just a mark of recognition but a
call to action for the entire community.

Today, let’s celebrate this achievement and
continue to champion the value of specialization
and strive for continuous advancement in the field.
Through unity, dedication, and a shared vision for
excellence, we can ensure that veterinary nurses
continue to play a vital role in delivering the best
possible care to animals now and in the years to
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