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Within our own profession lies confusion about the scope of duties of a CVT, 
RVT, LVT or LVMT. The names themselves cause confusion, but more 
importantly, state practice acts compound that confusion—if veterinary 

technicians are even mentioned. 

Credentialed Veterinary Technicians/Nurses play a vital role in patient care 
on a daily basis. While many VTs feel they complete more tasks than a human 
nurse, the responsibility is essentially the same—nursing care of patients. 

When the public was surveyed about the role a veterinary technician performs in 
pet care, a majority do not know what the role is or what constitutes it. Also, they 
do not feel that schooling is a part of it, while they are certain about the scope of 
duties a nurse carries out, and the schooling that is required to become an RN. 

As a result, the Veterinary Nurse Initiative (VNI) believed there was a need to create 
change for the better and unite this phenomenal profession. Led by a working group 
of credentialed veterinary technicians, RNs and a strategist, VNI is aiming high to 
make changes in all 50 states to standardize credentialing, define the scope of practice, 
and protect the title. The working group is in the early stages of creating an executive 
committee made of industry support personnel to further develop and create change. 

The VNI was excited to learn of NAVC’s decision to support the standardized 
credentialing by changing the name of the publication from Today’s Veterinary Technician 
to Today’s Veterinary Nurse. 

“The NAVC fully supports a single credential for veterinary nurses nationwide, and we 
believe it will improve the level of patient care, reduce pet owners’ confusion, and lead to 
an improved public perception for the great work these individuals are doing on a daily 
basis,” said Tom Bohn, CAE, Chief Executive Officer of the NAVC. Lynne E. Johnson, 
RVT, Editor in Chief of Today’s Veterinary Nurse noted, “I’m thrilled that NAVTA is 
leading the way with the Veterinary Nurse Initiative. The change to Today’s Veterinary 
Nurse shows the NAVC support and commitment to the profession and the initiative.” 

Banfield, Royal Canin, and BluePearl Veterinary Partners also lend their support to the 
VNI. “The amount of training veterinary technicians receive builds their knowledge and 
skills in many areas from patient care to radiography to nutrition,” says Brent Mayabb, 
DVM and Royal Canin’s Chief Veterinary Officer. “With this extensive training and their 
commitment to the profession, we fully support the NAVTA-led Veterinary Nurse Initiative 
to recognize the value veterinary technicians bring to pets and to the veterinary team.”

According to Jennifer Welser, DVM, DAVCO, Chief Medical Officer at BluePearl 
Veterinary Partners, “We believe the Veterinary Nurse Initiative is an important step 
toward acknowledging the skill exhibited by our veterinary technicians. By supporting 
the effort, we are fully recognizing nursing as a valued profession in veterinary medicine.”

The VNI will continue the movement in 2018 through legislative activities in 
select states, continue high level discussions with both veterinary and nursing 
alliances, and adding other sponsors to the executive coalition. TVN

Veterinary Nursing Initiative

‘‘The amount of 
training veterinary 

technicians receive 
builds their knowledge 

and skills in many 
areas from patient 

care to radiography 
to nutrition.’’

A word from the National Association of Veterinary Technicians in America

Heather Prendergast,  
RVT, CVPM, SHPH 

Co-Chair 
The Veterinary Nurse Initiative

Ken Yagi, MS, RVT,  
VTS (ECC, SAIM) 

Co-Chair 
The Veterinary Nurse Initiative

NAVTA 
CORNER



NAVC’s new online news 
and information network 

SPARK! is your source for weekly 
coverage of industry news, emerging 
trends and unique lifestyle stories 
within the veterinary community.

Like the NAVC on Facebook to catch 
all of Spark!’s new content and check 
out the latest videos now by visiting 
NAVC.com/Spark.

Your Veterinary News, Your Veterinary Life

/TheNAVC

VMX_SPARK__12-22_Journals.indd   1 12/22/17   3:27 PM


